Gen. 35: FINALLY, JACOB HAS COME BACK TO BETHEL or
FINDING YOUR WAY BACK TO GOD

Review of last week:

1. When things smooth out, don’t forget the ! Don’t forget
your experiences with God. Deut. 8:11-18

2. Don’t forget your to God. (Gen. 28)

3 the commands of God. And understand that delayed

obedience 1s disobedience.

4. Understand the consequences of disobedience.

Today let’s travel with Jacob as he finally gets back to where God has called him —
back to Bethel — and back home to his father.

1. 35:1 - God calls us back to Him. It’s been at least years since
Jacob made the vow to return to Bethel (Gen. 28). It’s been 5 or 6 years since God
told him to go back to his homeland (31:3).

2. v. 2 - We have to purify ourselves. II Cor. 7:1 — “let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and spirit.

3. v.5-God keeps His . 28:15;31:3

4. v.7— We must know the of the house of God. It’s not enough to be at
Bethel — the house of God. We must know El-Bethel — the God of the house of God.

5. God 1s faithful to His Word — v. 10-12

6. v. 17-19 - Obedience to God doesn’t give us immunity from

7. v. 29 — A right relationship with God includes reconciliation with people.

8. v.23 -26 God’s plan will be fulfilled! = The twelve sons are listed here to show
the faithfulness of God. The promise God first gave to Abraham in Gen. 12 is being
fulfilled — here are the seeds of the 12 tribes of Israel — a great nation, and from that
nation came the Messiah, who blessed the whole world.

CONCL. 1) More than once man’s disobedience delayed God’s answer. If you’re
in disobedience — get back to where God wants you to be!

2) Stay true to God — He DOES keep His promises! Don’t give up!






